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DISCUSSION ITEMS
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• Context and Background

• Noteworthy Items

• Resources

• Contact Information



CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND I  ABOUT VTRANS
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• The Virginia General Assembly has entrusted the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board (CTB) with the responsibility of conducting a 
“comprehensive review of statewide transportation needs in a 
Statewide Transportation Plan”.

– The Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment (OIPI) 
works with VDOT, DRPT, and other local/regional entities to 
identify transportation needs. 

• The comprehensive review of statewide transportation needs is 
branded as VTrans, Virginia’s Transportation Plan.

• VTrans identifies mid-term (0-10 years) and long-term 
transportation needs (0-20+ years). Photo credit: Virginia Department of Transportation

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title33.2/chapter3/section33.2-353/


CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND I  SIGNIFICANCE OF VTRANS
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• The VTrans Mid-term Needs are utilized for:
1. Screening funding applications for SMART SCALE; and,
2. Among other criteria, establishing priorities in the 

VDOT’s Revenue Sharing Programs.

• VTrans Mid-term Needs are also prioritized.
– Some of the established Priority 1 locations become 

eligible for state dollars for studies. 



NOTEWORTHY ITEMS I  VTRANS NEED CATEGORIES
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• Examples of VTrans Need Categories:
– Congestion Mitigation
– Reliability Improvement (Rail and Roadways)
– Safety
– Pedestrian Safety
– Transportation Demand Management
– Transit Access
– Access to Industrial and Economic Development 

Sites
– Capacity Preservation

Readiness

VTrans Needs



NOTEWORTHY ITEMS I  UTILIZATION OF VTRANS
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• For SMART SCALE and Revenue Sharing, per the Board 
Policy:

– A project/solution does not have to be co-located 
with an identified Need. Ensure that the project 
intent and components align with an identified 
Need.

– A VTrans Need category does not determine the 
nature or scope of the solution. For example, 
solution to a congestion problem can be a park-and-
ride.

Readiness

VTrans Needs



RESOURCES I  UTILIZE INTERACTVTRANS TO ACCESS AND SEARCH FOR NEEDS
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Readiness

Visit: https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/interact-vtrans

https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/interact-vtrans
https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/interact-vtrans


RESOURCES I  UTILIZE INTERACTVTRANS TO ACCESS AND SEARCH FOR PRIORITIZED NEEDS
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Readiness

Visit: https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/interact-vtrans

https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/interact-vtrans
https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/interact-vtrans


RESOURCES I  TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION

9VTrans Needs

• VTrans Policy and Technical Guides provide information on how the Needs are identified and prioritized. 
– Access them here: https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/mid-term-needs-and-priorities

The Policy Guide provides a high-level overview and 
is a  resource for policy makers and executives.

The Technical Guide provides more detailed 
information about the data sources, processing 
methods, etc.  and is a resource for practitioners. 

https://vtrans.org/mid-term-planning/mid-term-needs-and-priorities


RESOURCES I  FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

10VTrans Needs

• Please utilize VTrans Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
– Access them here: https://vtrans.org/get-involved/frequently-asked-questions

https://vtrans.org/get-involved/frequently-asked-questions


OIPI-STP POINTS OF CONTACT
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• For questions and clarifications, please contact:

Name Phone Email

Jitender Ramchandani 804.489.4295 Jitender.Ramchandani@oipi.Virginia.gov

Katie Schwing 804.217.1165 Kathryn.Schwing@oipi.Virginia.gov
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